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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 


Tue following discourse on “The True Church,” was delivered by Elder 
Francis M. Lyman, at the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of the Charch 
of Jesus Christ of [Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake 
City, Saturday, April 7, 1894 :— 

I have enjoyed myself very well during this Conference, and I[ trust 
that the same spirit that has animated my brethren will also rest upon 
me. I believe that I feel the importance of these gatherings and of the 
business transacted on occasions like this more to-day than ever before in 
my life. 

In the month of January I was called to go into Southern California on 
a brief mission, and it fell to the lot of Elder B. H. Roberts to be my 
companion and spokesman. We spent nearly two months, and in several 
important cities in Southern California obtained halls, advertised, and 
gave the people the privilege of hearing the Gospel as we have received it. 
We found that there are other people in the world who claim to be Latter- 
day Saints and followers of the Prophet Joseph, and our hearers were 
somewhat confused to know whether they should listen to us or to others 
who claimed to be the legitimate successors of the Prophet Joseph and the 
Church that he established. I am reminded that this Conference makes 
about one hundred and one conferences of the Church that have been 
held since the death of the Prophet Joseph. Examining the history, we 
find that at the death of the Prophet Joseph there were standing, in their 
places in the Church, ten of the Twelve Apostles, including Brigham 
Young, President of the Twelve Apostles—ten of the very men who were 
designated by the voice of God himself as the chosen Twelve in this last 
dispensation to bear the keys of the Kingdom of God among all the 


: 
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nations of the earth. From then until now the Latter-day Saints have 
gathered together twice every year and by their unanimous vote have 
sustained the men who were designated by the voice of the Lord to bear 
the keys of the kingdom. To-day you see on this stand ten of that same 
quorum who have been selected and designated by the voice of God to 
fill vacancies occasioned by death, or by the re-organization, from time to 
time, of the First Presidency of the Church. From the day of the Prophet 
Joseph until the present time there has not been a conference but has 
sustained, by unanimous vote, the men that were selected by the Lord 
during the days of the Prophet Joseph, or their lawfully selected successors, 
chosen by the voice of God just as perfectly as they were selected in the 
days of the Prophet Joseph. There has never been a man placed in this 
quorum or in the Presidency of the Church but has been placed there by 
the word of God ; and they have been sustained by the people up to the 
present time. I have thought it would be wise if we would keep an 
account individually of the line of the priesthood that is given to us, 80 
that every man may know that he received his ordination from men in 
fellowship with the Church. It takes the whole of the quorum of the 
_ Twelve to hold the keys of the kingdom ; one cannot lead off from the 
body and build up a kingdom himself. Every Apostle is subject to the 
direction and counsel of the Presidency of the Church. With all the 
authority and power that an Apostle holds, he has no right to go to 
California, or to any part of the earth, and build up a church independent 
of the direction and counsel of the Presidency of the Church. Yet every 
Apostle, in his labors and travels in the earth under the direction of the 
First Presidency of the Church, has power to organize churches and to 
regulate them in all parts of the earth. And when there is no First 
Presidency the Twelve are the presiding quorum over the Church. The 
Lord provided that the quorum of the Twelve Apostles should be equal in 
authority to the First Presidency of the Church for the very emergencies 
that arise whenever a president of the Church passes away ; so that there 
should still be a quorum with the same authority as the Presidency of the 
Church. But can one of these Apostles separate and, without asking any 
odds of his brethren in the quorum or of the Presidency of the Church, 
build up a church and accomplish the purposes of the Lord? No. When- 
ever an Elder, a High Priest, a Seventy, or an Apostle leads off on his own 
account and operates contrary to the rules and regulations of the Church 
as the Lord has laid them down, Amen to that man’s authority.” There 
have been but about two of the Twelve who have gone off and undertaken 
to establish a church unto themselves—William Smith and Lyman Wight 
President Rigdon led off also, but he was never one of the Twelve. The 
authority and power that Apostles hold must be exercised upon the 
principles of righteousness and in accordance with church rule and 
discipline or their operations are void in the sight of God. 

We find that the “ Josephites” claim that we have been cast out ; that 
when we left Nauvoo and came into the wilderness we were going away 
from Zion ; that Missouri is Zion and no other part of the country. But, 
fortunately, the Prophet Joseph, during the very last conference of the 
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Church that he attended—in April, 1844—announced that America, both 
North and South, is Zion, and on the following day the Prophet Hyrum 
Smith announced the same fact. It would be very small for our Heavenly 
Father to be satisfied with the State of Missouri. Why, we would want 
the State of Missouri with just the few Latter-day Saints there are to-day. 
We occupy very much more country than there is in the state of Missouri, 
But this is the land of Zion ; from one extreme to the other, as announced 
by the prophets of God. The “Josephites” hold that when we left 
Nauvoo we went wrong because we were going away from Jackson County, 
Missouri. I wonder if we had not good company when we left Independ- 
ence. The Prophet Joseph was at the head of the people when they 
departed from Independence and went to Far West and to Adam-Ondi- 
Ahman, and on up to Nauvoo. The Prophet was with the people in all 
these movements. Not only that, but he crossed the Mississippi and was 
on his way for the west when his friends—his false friends—began to 
complain that he was cowardly and like a shepherd leaving the sheep. 
The Prophet Joseph replied, “ If my lifeis not valuable to you; it is not to 
me.” And to all human appearances the Prophet Joseph would have been 
living to-day and at our head had it not been for that. But the Prophet 
Joseph directed us here. He announced before his death that many of 
the brethren who were present on a certain occasion, while across the 
river in Iowa, would live to go to the Rocky Mountains and would help 
build cities, town and villages. He understood that, as also did the 
Prophet Brigham and his brethren—the very men that were designated 
by the voice of the Lord. Read of this, if you please, in the revelation 
given in 1841. The Lord says: 

“T give unto you my servant Brigham Young to be a president over the 
Twelve travelling Council. 


Which twelve hold the keys to open up the authority of my kingdom 
upon the four corners of the earth, and after that to send my word to 
every creature ; 


They are : Heber C. Kimball, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, Orson Hyde, 
William Smith, John Taylor, John E. Page, Wilford Woodruff, W 
Richards, George A Smith.” 

Every one of these men stood solid and firm by the side of the Prophet 
Brigham at the death of the Prophet Joseph. Later some of them fell 
away, but not very many. Apostles have not apostatized and fallen away 
from the Church since the days of the Prophet Joseph so frequently as 
they did before. They have been men who have been found worthy, and 
who have been willing to lay down their lives for the kingdom and for 
their brethren, just as the Prophets Joseph and Hyrum did ; and these 
men have stood at the forefront of the people and they have walked in 
the very path that the Prophet Joseph trod all his life—the path of perse- 
cution and trial. As the Prophet Joseph, from the very beginning, was 
wrought upon in regard to the building of temples and died while a 
temple in Nauvoo was being built, just so was President Young ; and he 
passed away while temples in these valleys of the mountains were being 
built. He laid down his life, not by violence, but in peace at home, and 
at the time when this great temple here, now finished, and others were 
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being built. The burden of his anxiety and that of his brethren was that 
these temples should be finished and the work of God accomplished in 
them for the living and the dead. We have been a temple-building people. 
Are there any other temple-building people to-day? Not on this earth. 
There are no other people on this earth doing work for the dead, giving 
endowments, sealings for eternity and the like. There are no other people 


’ preaching the gospel of gathering. The very missions that were opened 


and established under the direction of the Prophet Joseph have been 
worked from that day to the present, and many others have been opened. 
The Prophet Joseph gave the word of the Lord to the Latter-day Saints 
in his life time, and when he spoke by the inspiration of the Almighty he 
spoke the revelations of the Lord just as much as he did when he wrote. 
The words of the Prophet Joseph, when remembered and known to-day, 
are prized just as highly as though they had been shaped into a revelation, 
for he spoke by the power of God. And I say that he did not speak more 
by the power of God than did President Brigham Young and his brethren 
who have followed up to this day. When the Prophet Wilford Woodruff, 
standing at the head of the Church, the mouthpiece of God, gives to us the 
word of the Lord, it is just as binding and just as sacred as that that was 
given by the Prophet Joseph. When the word of the’ Lord is given 
through the Apostles, as they travel among the people, laboring, organiz- 
ing, regulating and setting in order the Church of Christ, that is also 
binding on the people; and the labor performed by them, under the 
inspiration of the Lord, is as much the work of the Lord as that that was 
done by the Prophet Joseph. 

This is my testimeny to you to-day, my brethren and sisters. I say 
that there never has been a moment when there was a necessity for any 
re-organized church or any other church to come in and break the thread 
of authority and of succession in the Presidency of the Church that we 
have here to-day. This body of men gathered together to-day, bearing 
the holy priesthood, is the nucleus of the kingdom of God upon the earth. 
This is the Church that Christ established himself ; and the God of heaven 
graced the earth with His presence when it was established, in accordance 
with the words recorded in the Old Testament by Daniel, that in the last 
days the God of heaven should set up a kingdom which should stand upon 
the earth and all other kingdoms and powers should pass away. The 
Lord has established this Church and His authority is among men. We 
must hold that authority and guard it as sacredly as we would our lives. 
A man should prize the authority of God more than he does this mortal. 
life ; for it would be much better that a man should lose his life than that 
he should forfeit his right to the priesthood, or in any manner dishonor it. 
We cannot afford to dishonor it, for it is a most precious legacy that God 
has given tous. Itis to bring us back into His presence, that we may 
dwell with him and have eternal life with our families, our kindred and 
our friends. 


This is the testimony that I desire to bear to all Israel—that the Church 
has never been disorganized. There has never been but one quorum in 
the Church disorganized, and that is the quorum of the First Presidency, 
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when the President has passed away. The quorum of the Twelve has 
never been disorganized ; and never will be from this time henceforth and 
forever. The Twelve will remain standing at the head of the people, in 
the absence of a President, bearing the same authority and power and 
the keys of the kingdom. God has so ordered that this Church is to 
remain and endure, and no power is to interfere with its progress and its 
advancement ; and its greatness will increase from this time forward, 
God bless you, my brethren and sisters and al] Israel, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


THe Norwich Conference was held at the Gorden Hall, Norwich, on Sun- 
day, October 7, 1894. There were present: Charles Tillotson, President 
of, and Arthur Riley, Willard Call, Francis Clarke, Alfred Gadd, C. E. 
Lloyd, W. H. Darley, John Nye, J. R. Burbidge, John Kemp and Edward 
Tuttle, Traveling Elders in, the Norwich Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30p.m. Those in the 
afternoon and evening were especially well attended. A few strangers 
were present, a good spirit prevailed, and all present enjoyed themselves. 
The sacrament was administered to the Saints in the afternoon meeting. 

The statistical report of the conference and the report of the labors of 
the Elders for the six months ending September 30, 1894, were read 
as follows: Seventies 10; Elders 8; Priests 3; Teachers 1; members 97; 
total officers and members 119. Tracts distributed 13,306; Gospel conver- 
sations 475; general meetings 149; open-air meetings 42; cottage meetings 
18; Sunday school sessions 34; books loaned 65; books given away 32. 
Baptisms 8; confirmations 8; children blessed 4; deaths 2. 

The general authorities of the Church and of the European Mission, and 
the President and Traveling Elders of the Norwich Conference, were pre- 
sented and unanimously sustained. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday at 1:30 p.m., at which the 
Elders received suitable instructions for pursuing their labors. 

The Saints met at the conference house in the evening, where a very 
pleasant time was had by listening to songs, recitations and speeches. 

Epwakrp Tutt ez, Clerk of Conference. 


IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Irish Conference was held at * Thorndyke street, Belfast, on 
October 14, 1894. There were present 8. Drainey, President of, and 8. 
Eccles, Travelling Elder in, the Scottish Conference ; Henry Lewis, of the 
Welsh Conference ; wa cKay, President of, and E. M. Lindsa » RJ. 
Kerr, J. M. Dalton, C. A. Callis, Travelling Elders in, the Irish Conference. 
Meetings were held at 11.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. There was a good attend- 
ance, and all present had a 7 _— able time. The statistical report 
and the report of the labors of the Elders for the past six months as read 
were: Seventies 5; Elders 2; Teachers 2; Members 41—total 50. 
General meetings held 74; Open-air meetings 35; Tracts distributed 
5,236 ; Books loaned 25; Books sold 2. Removals 1; Children blessed 1. 
At 10 o’clock on Monday a Priesthood meeting was held. 
C. M. Luypsay, Clerk of Conference. 
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BAD TEMPER. 


THERE are few things more productive of evil in domestic life than a 
thoroughly bad temper. It does not matter what form that temper may 
assume, whether it is of a sulky kind that maintains perfect silence for 
many days, or the madly passionate, which vents itself in absolute violence. 
lll-temper at any age is a bad thing; it never does anybody any good, and 
those who indulge in it feel no better for it. After the passion has passed 
away, one sees that he has been very foolish, and knows that others see it 
too. Bad temper in the aged is, perhaps, the most trying of all ; it is indeed 
a pitiable sight to see the wrinkled cheek of un old person inflame with 
the fires of anger and passion. Since anger is useless, and an unspeakable 
misery to its victims, why should it be indulged in at all t—Juvenile 
Instructor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


SPEAKING of some curious showers, Chambers Journal says that a mud shower occurred 
along the Union Pacific Railway, U.S.A., at Onaga, April 4. The rain commenced 
early in the day, and soon the south and east sides of all the houses were covered with 
yellow clay. A Union Pacific train which ran through the storm had its windows 
covered, and the head-light was so completely plastered that the light was shut in and 
the train ran in darkness into Rossville, where the mud had to be scraped off. As far 
east as Topeka the windows showed that the edge of the mud-storm had extended that 
far. It is said to have been even more severe fifty miles north-west. M. Peltier records 
a frog shower as having happened within his own experience. He saw the frogs fall on 
the roofs of the houses and rebound to the pavement below. Blood rain and black rain 
are only varieties of this phenomenon. Of the latter we hear nothing worth speaking 
of nowadays, but an almost historic shower of this sort fell at Montreal in the earlier 
part of this century, and enveloped the then youthful city in a black pall, which must 
have been worse than a prime London fog, seeing that it gave the inhabitants the idea 
that the last day had come, or was at least on the point of coming. Blood rain is caused 
by the presence of infinitely little plants, animalcules, or minerals in the globules. In 
one instance of a shower that fell at Bristol and in the Bristol Channel, the analytical 
examination showed that the red color was due to ivy-berry seeds. In medimval times 
blood rain was a prodigy. In the east it was connected with the belief that man was 
produced from blood that fell from heaven. 


A disastrous fire occurred at the car building works of the Lake Shore Railway Com- 
pany, at Erie, Penn., U.S.A., September 24. 

Another fire occurred in the village of Crofton Falls, New York, which nearly des- 
troyed it. The principal hotel in the place, eight stores, and the telegraph office were 
burned. The damage is estimated at nearly $200,000. 

After a suspension of nearly five years, work is to be resumed on the colossal Panama 
canal project some time in October. French and American capitalists have been quietly 
preparing the way during the last few months, and now are nearly ready to begin opera- 
tions. One of the first necessities was the passage of a law exempting the property of the 
canal company from seizure by its creditors. This being effected, as soon as the assets of 
the old concern are transferred to the new corporation all will be smooth sailing so far as 
the management is concerned. The limit of time that stockholders and bondholders of 
ths defunct concern have to protest against the creation of a new company and the com- 
pletion of the work expire in a few days. Steps will be taken for the incorporation of 
the company, the full details of which have already been decided upon. Estimates 
recently made place the cost of completion at 500,000,000 francs, instead of 900,000,000 
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franca, as estimated by the French commissioners. The proposed new company will be 
organized on this basis, if it is carried out as planned, the capital stock being 65,000,000 
and the issue of bonds 440,000,000 francs, Of this amount Mr. Xavier Boyard, who 
represents the canal company in America, says that 60,000,000 francs has already been 
provided. A considerable part of the ready money consists of restitutions forced from 
those who came by the company’s funds unlawfully. 


A travelling mountain is found at the Cascades of the Columbia, America. It is a 
triple-peaked mass of dark brown basalt, six or eight miles in length where it fronts the 
river, and rises to the height of almost 2,000 feet abeve the water. It is a well-established 
fact that this entire mountain is moving slowly but steadily down to the river, as if it had 
a deliberate purpose some time in the future to dam the Columbia and form a great lake 
from the Cascades to the Dalles. In its forward and downward movement the forest 
along the base of the ridge has become submerged in the river. Large tree stumps ctn 
be seen standing dead in the water on this shore. The railway engineers and brakemen 
find that the line of railway that skirts the foot of the mountain is being continually 
forced out of place. At certain points the permanent way and rails have been pushed 
eight or ten feet out of line inafew years. Geologists attribute this strange phenomenon 
to the fact that the basalt, which constitutes the bulk of the mountain, rests on a sub- 
stratum of conglomerate or of soft sandstone, which the deep, swift current of the 
mighty river is constantly wearing away, or that this softer subrock is of itself yielding 
at great depths to the enormous weight of the harder mineral above. 

On September 18 all records for long distance heliograph signalling were broken by the 
United States army signal corps, a message being sent by sun flashes from Mount Uncom- 
paghre, Colorado, to Mount Ellen, Utah, a distance of 183 miles. The best former record 
was 105 miles. 

A well-known officer of the German army was recently dismissed the service with 
ignominy for the offence of striking a man in the ranks, the Emperor personally endorsing 
the order for his dismissal with a severe and cutting remark. Last week at Breslau a 
sergeant who was charged with illtreating a soldier was tried for the offence, was sen- 
tenced to two year’s imprisonment in a fortress, and when his sentence has expired to 
rejoin his regiment as a soldier of the second class. A few such sentences as these will 
do more to put down an unmanly and detestable practice than any number of Im- 
perial edicts. 

The Cunard steamer Lucania, recently made the passage from Queenstown to New 
York, in 5 days7 hours 48 minutes, beating all previous records by fifty minutes. 

The Queen is deeply interested in the question of the identity between the Lost Ten 
Tribes and the British people. This interest takes a personal turn, for her Majesty is 
desirous to prove her own descent from David. A clergyman, who lectured before the 
Queen on the subject of the Ten Tribes, discovered this fondness. He did not suspect 
that the Queen and Prince Albert had known for years what he thought he had been the 
first to discover ; but, when summoned to Windsor to deliver his lecture, he was informed 
of their previous knowledge. Legend says that she is descended from David through the 
eldest daughter of. Zedekiah, who, with her sister, fled to Ireland in charge of Jeremiah, 
the prophet, then an old man, to be married to Heremon, the reigning King of Ulster, 
The Queen has a highly-valued genealogical tree in which David’s name is at the root, 
while far up on a remote top-branch is the name of Victoria. Her Majesty’s interest in 
the chosen people and their land does not end here. All books regarding the House of 
David and the Holy Land possess the deepest interest for her and give her great delight. 
To look down on Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives is, it is said, one of the great 
ungratified desires of Queen Victoria’s life. 


SELF-RESP3C? governs morality ; respect for others governs our behavior. 


A FRIENDSHIP that makes the least noise is very often the most useful ; for which reason 
I should prefer a prudent friend to a zealous one. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1894. 


THE WRATH OF MAN SHALL PRAISE THE LORD. 


Tue Psalmist sang: “Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee,” and 
these words have had their exemplification timeand again. He well knew 
how the purposes of God would be served even by the opposition of the 
wicked. The history of the past clearly illustrates how impotent has been 
the wrath of man when directed against the work of God, serving only to 
aid its progress. When the early Christians were persecuted and many of 
them were put to death, their blood became the seed of the church and 
the work of God prospered. It was only when persecution ceased and 
Christians mingled in harmony with heathens that the principles of 
eternal life were lost, the Gospel ordinances corrupted, and the powers of 
the priesthood taken from the earth. 

All Christians are familiar with the story of Joseph and how, by the 
power of the Lord, he became the savior of his father’s house. Yet that 
important position was reached only through a number of incidents in 
which the wrath of man was the moving power. In the history of Joseph, 
therefore, we find a powerful illustration of how the Lord causes the wrath 
of man to work out His own purposes. 

Joseph, who was a favourite with his father, was called a dreamer by 
his brethren. He was the next youngest of twelve sons. When he told how 
he had dreamed that the sheaves of his brothers made obeisance to his sheaf 
and, later, that the sun and moon and eleven stars did the same to him, 
his brothers naturally became angry. Even his father thought him pre- 
sumptuous, but as he had in his past experience witnessed the hand of the 
Lord in mysterious ways he kept the probable interpretation of the dream 
to himself. The anger of the brothers finally reached such a height that 
murder entered their hearts. However, through Reuben’s pleading their 
murderous intentions were changed, and they sold him asa slave to a 
number of merchants. These brought him to Egypt where he was in- 
stalled in the house of Potiphar. The wrath of his brothers had thus 
separated him from his kindred, and he became a slave among strangers. 

Through the wickedness of Potiphar’s wife Joseph lost the favor in 
which he was held, and was thrown into prison. He was innocent, and his 
lot seemed hard except so far as his clear conscience supported him in his 
trials. Even in prison he found favor and was set over all others. It so 
happened that through the anger of Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, his baker 
and his butler were thrown in prison with Joseph. One night they had a 
dream each which troubled them greatly, and they told their dreams to 
Joseph. He interpreted them, declaring that the baker should be hanged 
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within three days and that the butler should be restored to his place. 
This was fulfilled. The butler had promised Joseph that when he regained 
the favor of Pharaoh he would do what he could to liberate Joseph, but 
when he was set at liberty he forgot al] about the Hebrew youth who had 
given him so much comfort while in prison. Joseph was thus compelled 
to remain a prisoner for fully two years longer, during which he learned 
patience and grew in his faith that the Lord of his fathers would turn his 
sorrow into joy in his own due time. After two years had passed Pharaoh 
had two dreams. None of his magicians were able to interpret them for 
him. At this time the butler remembered Joseph and spoke unto Pharaoh 
about him. Joseph was liberated and taken before the great ruler. He 
disclaimed any power within himself to interpret dreams, but said that 
God was able to aid him in so doing. Hestated that the dreams had been 
given Pharaoh that he might know what to do, for Egypt was to enjoy 
seven years of plenty after which should come seven years of famine. He 
advised Pharaoh to choose a man to supervise the storing of grain during 
the first seven years so as to prepare for the famine. This Pharaoh did, and 
Joseph was appointed to that position. So well did he labor during the seven 
years of plenty that when the famine came the land had been provided with 


necessary grain to save the people. 

Canaan suffered as well as other lands from the famine and Jacob was 
compelled to send his sons down to Egypt to buy corn. When Joseph 
made himself known to his brethren and they became afraid because of 
their former offence towards him, he comforted them. Though he was not 
blind to the fact that it was the wickedness of their hearts that prompted 
them to sell their brother, yet he could so plainly see the hand of the Lord 
in all that had transpired that he bade them not fear. Hesaid: “Be not 
grieved nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did 
send me before you to preserve life. For these two years hath the famine 
been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall 
neither be earing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve 
you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 
So now it was not you that sent me hither but God: and He hath made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout 
all the land of Egypt.” The final result was that in the third year of the 
famine Jacob moved to Egypt with his whole house and settled in the land 
of Goshen. Thus Joseph became a savior to his father’s house. 


These little incidents in which the wrath of man figured so prominently 
became far reaching in their results. They fulfilled prophecy, made a 
Moses necessary, and brought about the deliverance of the children of 
Israel from the land of Egypt in which was given a wonderful exhibition 
of God’s power. 

The Latter-day Saints can testify that the wrath of man has been turned 
to good in their behalf. They have been driven from place to place, and 
have lost their homes and all their earthly posessions, but the gospel seed 
has grown the faster. The sufferings they have endured have made them 
a better people. Their helplessness and dependence called forth the power 
of God in their behalf. They were led to the promised land where they 
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have grown and prospered and where they have learned lessons that 
could not have been taught except in the valleys of the mountains. 
All that man has sought to do against that devoted people has served 
to exhibit more fully to the world their virtues. They have lived 
down the falsehoods circulated about them and have become better 
known. The prosecutions institued against them a few years ago 
served only to bring their cause before the highest men in the nation, 
to whom, in pleading their cause, they practically preached the Gospel. 
In very many instances the Latter-day Saints can now see the beneficial 
results springing from the steps taken against them by those who hated 
the very name of “Mormon.” In many other instances the purposes of 
the Lord have not been revealed as yet, but time will again prove the truth 
of the Psalmist’s words, “the wrath of man shall praise thee.” 
J. V. B. 


A CONFERENCE of the Catholic Truth Society was opened at Preston re- 
cently. Cardinal Vaughan presided, and delivered an address on “ The 
Reunion of Christendom,” in the course of which he observed that the 
growing desire for such a reunion was one of the happiest signs 
of the times. Any scheme for that end which did not include 
the Holy See and; the 240,000,000 of Christians in communion with it 
would be self-refuted and meaningless. The unity of the Catholic Church 
was visible and tangible ; the Church of England had failed to maintain 
unity. Commenting on the speech the Sheffield Independent says :—“ The 
movement for a religious reunion may be said to fall into two great divi- 
sions. On the one hand we see efforts representedSby the World’s Parlia- 
ment of Religions at the Chicago Exhibition, and the Conference at 
Grindelwald and Lucerne, towards the finding of some common religious 
basis on which all may find a footing. On the other, the great proselytising 
crusade now and in the past few years undertaken by the Roman Catholic 
Church. The first conceived in the spirit of true compromise, wide toler- 
ance, and the desire to find points of agreement rather than points of 
difference. The second conceived in the same non-possumus and unyielding 
spirit which has ever, and apparently must ever, represent the Church of 
Rome. The extraordinary speech delivered by Cardinal Vaughan concern- 
ing this subject sufficiently indicates how little reason we have for expecting 
the reunion of Christendom.” 


Biurs has been honorably released from his labors in 
this office. Brother Bluth arrived in England July 24, 1893, and was 
appointed to the editorial department of the Star. His health has not 
been good, yet he has performed his labors faithfully and efficiently. 
Owing to the effect of this damp climate on his system it was not deemed 
wise for him to remain during another winter. Our best wishes go with him 
for his safe return to Zion, and a speedy recovery after arriving there. 


THE world practices much of evasion, much of perversion, and somewhat 
of downright falsehood. When treated to truth it does not fail to feel 
warmed and drawn toward it. 
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FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Tue Deseret News publishes an interesting letter written by Elder Albert 
E. Shoenfeld, now laboring as a missionary in Dresden, Germany, to his 
father in Salt Lake City, from which we make the following extract :— 
“Brother Cook, from Munich, visited me on his way home to Colorado 
he left Brother Schettler in Munich to direct the branch alone. Brother 
Kretschmar, one of the Saints in Leipzig, was here on Sunday last; he isa 
fine man and is blessed with many great testimonies. He said he would 
not rest until King Albert of Saxony got a tract and some of our books to 
read. Consequently on Sunday we went to the royal castle, and left a 
tract with my address in, to be read in that house, as the Lord may direct. 
Brother Cook tells me that Brother Schettler has a large picture of the 
Temple, and a schoolteacher in Munich (a non-Mormon) saw it, and after a 
powerful testimony had been given him by the brethren concerning the 
latter-day work, he borrowed the picture and had a painter prepare a copy of 
it, for which he paid thirty-five marks. There is a great deal of good being 
done here in Germany, even through showing to people these different 
buildings of our Church, and then, on their own inquiry, connecting there- 
with our testimony of the everlasting Gospel. They generally get inte-. 
rested and begin asking all manner of questions pertaining to our city 
and religion. The learned men of the world to-day do not particularly 
want to listen toa plain, simple testimony of the" first principles of the 
Gospel, so we have to take a round-about way to interest them until we 
can engage their attention ; but every time we finally come back to re- 
pentance and baptism for the remission of sins. Elder Tobjer is in Sorau 
yet, and they are trying to make it hot for him there ; but he has his room 
(consequently his residence) here in Dresden, and therefore is in Sorau 
only on a visit, which they cannot hinder. The officers of Sorau wrote to 
the officers of Dresden about it, and last Saturday a notice was left at our 
room for him to appear at police headquarters in Dresden. I went to re- 
present him in his absence, and told them that he was not here, so yesterday 
& notice came for me to appear. I obeyed the summons, and the following 
conversation took place: ‘Where is Mr. Tobler?’ ‘Traveling.’ ‘Is he travel- 
ingin Soraut’ ‘Yes, sir.’ ‘When will he come back?’ ‘I believe in about 
fourteen days.’ ‘Heis holding meetings all over that place? ‘I never 
heard of that before.’ ‘When he comes back, notify him that we want to 
see him. You gentlemen have also a petition planted before the Minis- 
terium in Dresden; is that the fact? ‘Yes, sir.’ ‘Well, they certainly can 
not allow you to hold open meetings? ‘We do not want to hold open 
meetings.’ ‘How have you been holding your meetings then?’ ‘We have 
not held any meetings at all, since you gave us to understand we were not 
to hold any until we get permission.’ ‘That is good. If you wish to in- 
vite your friends to your room on Sunday and sing and pray, etc., we can 
not stop that. But your friends must not bring their friends with them, 
whom you have not invited, for in that case it would constitute, in the 
meaning of the law, an open meeting.’ I thanked the officer and went my 
way rejoicing. He had tried to catch me when he asked how we held our 
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meetings. But indeed it is fulfilled, as it is written, “In that hour think not 
what you shall answer, for it shall be given unto you.” And the best of it 
is that we really obtained a definition of what constitutes an open meeting 
and also what we are allowed to do without offending the law. We actu- 
ally can have our windows open now duringour little Sunday meetings, and 
as long as we do not make any undue noise, the police officer in the street 
can listen, if he wishes to. I was also asked whether I was herein the 
interest of the Church. I told him I certainly was, and partly also to 
visit relatives and to study the language. He replied: ‘So? and how 
long do you intend to stay here?’ I said: ‘Until spring, perhaps, or 
longer.’ He said: ‘Allright!’ By this you see that we are to-day a little 
better off than before. Really, all things must turn in favor of those who 
are on the Lord’s side. We have been using the old place for baptism 
where Apostle F. D. Richards baptized you, Brother Karl G. Maeser and 
others, thirty nine years ago, (in 1855); and we shall leave this sacred spot 
to the remembrance of the Saints in this place, so long as it pleases the 
Lord for Saints to be here. I have also visited Schona, on the Austrian 
frontier, where you were school teacher in the year 1852. I bore my 
testimony to your old friends and obtained some genealogies. I went to 
_ that widely known tourist resort ‘Zirklestein,’ and there found your 
name inscribed in the Traveller’s Record in 1852 and 1854. By permission 
of the old lady keeper, now 90 years old, who remembers you well, I have 
cut the inscription out and send it to you fora family relic. She showed 
me the Book of Mormon and Beobachter which you sent to her.” 


Elder A. 8. Farnsworth writes as follows from Shipley, England, under 
date of October 5, 1894: “Brother Scholes and I have been very busy 
tracting and endeavoring to obtain Gospel conversations and persuading 
people to attend our meetings, which we hold in the Assembly Room of 
the Liberal Club, Shipley, having secured it early in September. We feel 
that the Lord is with us. We have had the pleasure of preaching to from 
fifteen to twenty-five strangers each Sunday evening since renting the 
hall. The people who attend our meetings as a rule appear to be intelli- 
gent, honest, and desirous of learning the truth. We feel very much en- 
couraged with the present prospects. We have had better results from tract- 
ing in this district than in any other in which we have labored. Thou- 
sands of tracts have been distributed in other districts without bringing 
one stranger to hear us, but it is different in Shipley. We have every rea- 
son to be thankful when we stop to consider the coldness with which the 
Elders are met elsewhere. We have made a number of friends in this 
vicinity who are always pleased to welcome us and to listen to the Gospel. 
On September 29 we witnessed the baptism of five converts, two of which 
Brother Scholes and myself were instrumental in bringing into the fold, 
one from Shipley, the other from Great Horton. We anticipate seeing 
several others come into the fold from this part ere long. On October 4 I 
called on a gentleman whom I had formerly loaned a Voice of Warning. 
He received me cordially, told me he had read the book and found the 
quotations correct, but said that they were greatly misapplied. From the 
tenor of the book, he said a person would be led to believe that God is in 
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the form of man, which, were it true, would prevent Him from being 
omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent ; especially he argued that if He 
were omnipresent he could not be in the form of man. I replied that the 
Father and Son were just as incapable of being personally present in two 
places at the same time as he was, but that the spirit which emanates from 
them fills all space, and by that means only can God be omnipresent. He 
replied: ‘Paul said a fullness of the God-head dwelt in Christ bodily.’ I 
responded that it did, for Christ possessed a fullness of knowledge, truth 
and all the attributes of Deity. Therefore a fullness of the God-head 
dwelt in him; these attributes dwell in all three, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost, and these three constitute the supreme governing 
power. I also explained that it was not the substance of God that we 
worship but the truth and attributes of which He is in possession; take 
away those attributes of Deity and He would cease to be God. Hence it 
is those attributes that we worship and not the substance. This reasoning 
nonplussed him and he hastened to drop this subject and speak of other 
things not so hard to understand. We feel well in our labors, and also 
feel that we are allaying much prejudice.” 


A VISIT TO SCANDINAVIA. 


STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN, Wednesday, October 3, 1894. 
PRESIDENT SUNDWALL and I left Christiania last Wednesday evening and 
arrived here in Stockholm, the “Venice of the North” on Thursday. We 
were met at the station by President N. R. Lindahl and some of the Elders, 
and went with them to the conference house. A few hours’ sleep refreshed 
us after our tiresome ride in the night. We were invited to dinner by 
Sister Lindblom who has lately joined the Church. At her house we met 
her mother, Sister Broberg. The following concerning this lady may be 
of interest to the readers of the Star. When she heard that her daughter 
had joined the Latter-day Saints she felt very much concerned, having 
heard so much said against them. In company with her daughter she 
visited at a place where she met Brother Lindahl. She attempted to show 
him that he was mistaken in his views on religion, but before the conver- 
sation ended she was convinced of the truth of the doctrines the Latter- 
day Saints believe in. Next Sunday she attended meeting and a few days 
afterwards she was baptized in the Lake Malar. When the baptism had 
been performed she told Brother Lindahl that she had seen the place of 
her baptism, and all the circumstances connected therewith even to the 
smallest details in a dream nine years before, and though she was now 
nearly blind she could describe the place. Since 1889 a cataract had been 
growing over her eyes. A prominent eye doctor in Stockholm who ex- 
amined her eyes and whose help she sought, told her she must wait a 
while longer before he thought it safe to have her undergo an operation. 
She was not able to see her hand when held up in front of her eyes. A 
few rays of light would find their way into her eyes from the side. In a 
conversation with the president of the conference, he informed her that 
the Saints believed that the signs mentioned in Mark 16, followed the 
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bellevers in our day as well as formerly, and he taught her in regard to 
the ordinance of administering holy oil to the sick. She asked that she 
might be administered to for her eyesight. The Elders complied with her 
request, and she received a great manifestation of the power of God. She 
was very happy when she had joined the Church for the testimony of 
the Holy Spirit, this happiness had been increased and her testimony 
strenghened through the blessing she had received. She told me she 
could not express the gratitude she felt. She is now able to sew and 
read, and at present she is reading the Book of Mormon. 


We met also Elder J. Anderson, our young rising Swedish artist. He 
assists President Lindahl in office work and in the labors of the branch, 
and does this in a commendable manner, and at the same time he attends 
the Technical School in this city. He is making remarkable progress in 
his studies. I saw some of his models in clay which displayed much 
ability. At the examination he obtained a prize to which were added the 
words: “Deserving much praise.” His rapid advancement in his studies 
breaks the record in the school. 

Friday evening, President Sundwall and I attended meeting at Upsala. 
There is a branch there numbering two hundred and thirty members and 
presided over by Elder E. Gillen. The hall had been tastefully decorated 
and was filled with an attentive congregation. After the meeting we had 
the joy of one believer coming forward and ashing for baptism which was 
attended to in the night. 


Saturday we visited Old Upsala and saw the gigantic mounds named 
after the heathen gods; Thor, Odin and Froe. These mounds or hills 
have been opened some years ago and by what was then found, it is 
proved that they have been raised by man. Visitors to Old Upsala 
generally follow the time-honored custom of drinking mead out of silver 
trimmed horns, 1 suppose, to the memory of old Odin. I tasted it, but if 
the mead drank in Valhalla, was no better than this, I should feel no long- 
ing for the nectar so much desired by the brave old Scandinavians before 
they became Christians! 

In the evening our conference meetings commenced. The reports given 
by the Elders were very interesting. The conference numbers 1288 mem- 
bers. There are six Relief Societies, four Sunday schools, three Young 
Men’s and one Young Ladies’ Associations. The Elders had visited 6,888 
houses and had 2,256 Gospel conversations. When the great dis- 
tances between the houses are considered one can form a better idea of 
the great labors performed by the Elders. Their labors had been rewarded 
with 66 baptisms. Many books and tracts had been distributed and a 
great number of meetings held among our friends. 

How a tract may preach the Gospel and bring conviction to the soul 
was illustrated in the case of a lady in Angermanland related by Elder 
Holmgren. She had gotten hold of a tract called “The Voice of Truth” 
written by Erastus Snow. She learned it nearly by heart, and not know- 
ing the address of the Saints she wrote to the President of the “Mormons” 
in Salt Lake City, and from there the Elders here were informed of her 
address. They found her anxiously awaiting them, and at once she obeyed 
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the Gospel. She keeps a little store and is always ready to explain our 
doctrines to her customers. 

Brother Séderberg of Dalarne’s Branch reported the baptism of two 
ladies. One of them had been a Baptist; the other thought she would 
join that denomination also, when a young man lent them a book which 
he wished them to read. It proved to be Orson Pratt's Works. They 
read and re-read it and were convinced of the truth of the principles set 
forth in the book. They traveled some eighty miles to attend meeting, 
and were much pleased with what they heard. One of them was taken 
very sick but through administration was healed. Next day they were 
received into the Church by baptism and returned to their homes re- 
joicing. The young man who had lent them the book felt quite chagrined 
when he learned the result. He thought the book should prevent the one 
who thought of joining the Baptists from doing so, but instead of that 
they both joined the Latter-day Saints. 

Elder Okander who labors on Gotland related a pleasant experience he 
had had. He held a meeting which was attended by a local preacher. 
The people expected that this man would be able to prove the Elder 
wrong. When Elder Okander had spoken, this man knelt down and 
thanked the Lord that he had found the truth. Three weeks afterwards 
he joined the Church. 

Our meetings on the Sunday filled our hall, the corridor and adjoining 
room, to their utmost capacity with an attentive congregation. Many 
strangers were present, and a pleasant spirit prevailed. 

Monday evening the Saints met again and another joyful time was had. 
Priesthood meetings were held Monday and Tuesday where all the Elders 
spoke, relating their experiences in the missionary field and gave their 
views as to the best method of spreading the Gospel. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Mrs. Lexia Harris has been admitted to practice before the bar of the First Judicial 
District Court. 

On September 26 Sheriff James Burns, of Sanpete County, while attempting to take 
some sheep said to have been stolen, was shot and killed by two parties named Mickle 
and Kofford, At last accounts the men had not been captured. 

President Cleveland, on September 27, issued a proclamation granting pardon and 

restoring to civil rights all persons who were disfranchised by the anti- Polygamy laws, 
except those who have not complied with the requirements of a similar proclamation 
issued by President Harrison on January 4th, 1893. This will allow those to vote who 
have not done so since 1882. 
& A 15 year old boy known as Mart Peck left Provo for the southern part of the Terri- 
tory to obtain work. He was last at a sheep herd in the mountains. Mr. Paxton, the 
owner, of Kanosh, started him out for the town, which was some distance away. As he 
did not appear a search party started out and found him after he had evidently been dead 
a day or two. The horse was also found dead not far away. Considerable anxiety was 
caused in the minds of a family by the name of Reeves when they read the account of the 
boy’s death, as a boy belonging to them, and answering the description of the one found, 
had lately gone in the same direction ; but the identity of the dead body with that of 
young Peck seems later to have been established. 


